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National Business Education Honor Society 
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Volume 62 Number 1 October 2015 

 

Emma A. Faulk, PRP 

Greetings on Behalf of the National Council of Pi Omega Pi: 
 

The Chinese have a saying that ña journey of a thousand miles begins with one 
step.ò Your presidentôs first step is to welcome you to a new academic year.  How 
good it is to welcome you to a society of love, fellowship, service and purpose. As 
your president, it is not my intention to drive, but to lead. Your POP Council shares 
this journey with me, and we are ready to help each of you lead a richer and fuller 
life as future educators.  
 

The effectiveness of this society depends to a great degree on each of us doing our 
part in growing educators/leaders.  Your president encourages you to take an ac-
tive role in being change agents in the classroom and in the community.  Be a voice 
for those who are unable to be heard. Your voice may be the only voice a young per-
son can hear. Start now to have those courageous conversations with your school 
board members, politicians, and other educators that are able to address concerns 
that you may have in educating our youth. Your voice is an asset; it is your ticket to 
help others think outside the box.   
 

Your president employs you to work with our student representative, Michelle 
Gianvito, in having membersô meetings via social media.  Take this time to get to 
know each other, prepare for the 2016 social gathering, and to discuss trends/
happenings in business education.  With Michelleôs guidance, your president would 
like to set up a meeting management seminar via conference call, or use some oth-
er form of media for the upcoming year.   On that note, your president will be 
working with the council in reviewing our bylaws to bring them up -to-date with 
Robertôs Rules of Order Newly Revised. Your input is welcomed. 
 

Your president is excited about the programs that Dr. Elizabeth Hodge is planning 
for you in 2016. If you have any suggestions for improving our educational semi-
nars, please feel free to call or email her at Hogee@ecu.edu.  Your competition 
forms have been emailed to your advisors, and your president looks forward to 
paying homage to those chapters that have done outstanding work based on the 
principles of this society.  
 

You are encouraged to start writing professional articles for publication. This is the 
time to develop your brand as a future educator. Please send your book reviews, 
reflection articles, and research studies to Dr. Pamela Scott Bracey for publication 
at PBracey@colled.msstate.edu.   
 

A special word of thanks goes to Dr. Ivan Wallace for assisting me in transitioning 
into the position of president.  Special thanks are also extended to Dr. Connie 
Forde and Mrs. Darla Stones for being the wind beneath my wings.  
 

Again, I wish you all a wonderful and exciting fall semester.  We hope to see you on 
Thursday, March 24, 2016  at our meeting in fabulous Las Vegas! 
 

- Emma A. Faulk, PRP 
President 

mailto:Hogee@ecu.edu
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Hello Pi Omega Pi! 
 
I hope that all are doing well and off to a great start this school year! It is with 
great honor and opportunity that I have been elected as the National Student 
Representative for the organization.  I hope that all of you have settled into your 
daily routines, and are getting through the first half of the semester seamlessly. 
This is a busy time for both educators and students alike. A few weeks ago, I had 
the honor of attending the Southern Business Education Association Conference 
in Kingsport, TN. I will also have the honor of attending the NBEA Annual 
Convention for the second consecutive year; this year the Convention will be 
held in Las Vegas, NV. Chapter Presidents, please be on the look out for emails 
from me pertaining to your participation in the upcoming year, and feel free to 
contact me at any point in time throughout the next two years 
(gianvitom12@students.ecu.edu). I look forward to what this year has to offer 
all of you, and also meðnot only as your National Student Representative, but 
also as a member of my local chapter of Pi Omega Pi.   

 
- Michelle Gianvito, Student Representative 

Two members of Pi Omega Pi will be awarded a 
$500 student teaching scholarship for the 
Spring Semester 2016.  The members are Sierra 
Jones and Natasha Barnes.  The scholarship 
committee consisted of Dr. Ivan Wallace, 
Chairman; Dr. Pamela Scott Bracey; and Dr. 
Wilhelm Smith.  Learn 

m o r e  a b o u t  o u r 
scholarship recipients on 
Page 4 of this newsletter. 

Feel free to reach out to your National Council Members at any time! 

Congratulations to our Pi Omega Pi 

Spring 2016 Scholarship Recipients! 

Graduating Soon???   

Pi Omega Pi Honor Cords Are Available! 

Pi Omega Pi Honor Cords can be purchased 
from Schoen Trimming and Cord Co., Inc. 
Learn more about the ordering process on the 
ñChapter Resourcesò page of our website:  
www.piomegapi.org.   

Student Repôs 

Message 

Michelle Gianvito 

Greenville, NC

Dr. Ivan Wallace 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Dr. Elizabeth Hodge 

President-Elect 
Dr. Pamela Scott Bracey 

Editor 

Meet the Additional National 

Council Members of Pi Omega Pi 

Your council members are here to will-
ingly assist you throughout the year.  
Dr. Elizabeth Hodge will be planning 
our next biennial convention. Your 
chapter will submit all membership 
reports to Dr. Ivan Wallace, and you 
will submit news and articles to Dr. 
Pamela Scott Bracey,  your editor. 

mailto:gianvitom12@students.ecu.edu
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 Beta Chapter is holding an "Eat and Greet" 
with prospective members in October, and will hold 
a Fall Initiation later in the month.   Our Spring 
graduates have teaching jobs in Elkhorn and Oma-
ha, NE and Savannah, MO. 

Chapter News 

Zeta Lambda Chapter News 

North Carolina State University 

 Members of the Zeta Lambda Chapter kicked 
off the fall semester by participating in the Annual 
Education Council Leadership Retreat.   Along with 
members of the College of Education Ambassadors, 
students participated in ice breakers, planning exer-
cises, and public speaking activities.  The retreat 
ended with a meal function and an opportunity to 
fellowship with other participants.  

The Zeta Lambda Chapter was excited to in-
duct new members in September.  President Lesley 
Murray began the ceremony by welcoming the 
guests and new inductees.  Members of the Student 
Success and Advising Center and from the Depart-
ment of Teacher Education and Learning Sciences 
were also in attendance at the ceremony.  After-
wards the new members enjoyed food and fellow-
ship.   

In October, representatives of the Zeta 
Lambda Chapter participated in our Education 
Councilôs annual Dinner with the Dean .           

 (Newest Members of Zeta Lambda)  

 
Representatives from each student organiza-

tion are invited to a catered dinner and an oppor-
tunity to meet with the college leadership to hear 
goals for the coming year and to answer questions 
from the student representatives.  

Beta Chapter News 

Northwest Missouri State University 

Beta Kappa Chapter News 

East Carolina University 

 Beta Kappa Chapter plans to have an 
initiation in December. The chapter was grateful 
to have one of their members attend the 44th 
Biennial Conference in Chicago, IL last April, and 
looks forward to sending members to participate 
in Las Vegas, NV next year.  The chapter looks 
forward to participating in the Pi Omega Pi 
competition this school year.  

 

*****************  

 Alpha Pi Chapter has been hard at work 
planning upcoming projects.  In May, the members 
helped plan a summer camp  called Camp INSPIRE 
as a local project to help recruit incoming freshmen 
to major in education -related fields. Over 150 students participated. For a community project, the 
chapter plans to participate in Operation Christmas Child, and wrap shoeboxes to hold gifts which will 
be shipped internationally and donated children in need. Alpha Pi members also recently helped 

facilitate a Digital Dawg Byte Technology Competition for High 
School students. As their national project, members plan to 
inform others about the benefits of using Kahoo It! to help recruit 
future business teachers.  
 Members also served as facilitators and presenters at the 
Mississippi Business Education Association (MBEA) Conference 
in Jackson, MS in September. Alpha Pi Chapter congratulates Dr. 
Pamela Scott Bracey on receiving her 2nd  MBEA University  
Business Educator of the Year Award! 

Alpha Pi Chapter News 

Mississippi State University 

(Current 2015-16 Members of Alpha Pi) 
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SIERRA JONES 

Northwest Missouri State University 

Meet Our Spring 2016 Scholarship Recipients... 

NATASHA BARNES 

Alabama State University 

 Sierra Jones is a student at Northwest Missouri State 
University. She is currently in her last year of school working to-
wards obtaining a Bachelor of Science in Education.  After gradua-
tion in the spring of 2016, she hopes to obtain a middle school 
teaching position in the Northwest Missouri region. During her 
time on campus, she has been a residential assistant in the resi-
dence halls and a desk assistant for the front desks. Working as a 
resident assistant, she was able to connect with a wide range of 
students. One of her residents impacted her life so much that she 
traveled to South Korea in the summer of 2014.  
 In the fall of 2014, she became a member of Pi Omega Pi. 
She was fortunate enough to participate in her chapterôs service 
events for the fall and travel to the convention in the spring. At the National Business Education Associa-
tion convention, she had the opportunity to present to her peers. She and her fellow members presented 
on the interactive game Kahoot It!. As a group, they explained the ways that Kahoot It! could be imple-
mented into the classroom and the benefits of using it. Not only did she have the opportunity to present, 
but Sierra also had the opportunity to learn and better prepare herself for educating future students.  She 
was able to learn from veteran teachers the best ways to connect and engage students. During her time as 
a member of Pi Omega Pi, she has had the chance to grow and become a better teacher.  

 Natasha Barnes is a student at Alabama State University.  She is cur-
rently working on a Business Marketing Education degree, with a projected 
graduation on May 2016. Upon graduation, she is looking for a middle/or high 
school Business Marketing or Technology teaching position within the state or 
surrounding states.  With twenty years of teaching in non-secular environments, 
her student observer practicums for Alabama State University and substituting 
for Montgomery County Public School system, she has provided administrative/ 
teacher support as well as differentiated instruction in various classrooms.  
 During the fall semester of 2013, Natasha was inducted into Pi Omega Pi 

and assumed the role of secretary. After several classroom presentations, she was nominated to present 
a proposal for her chapter, Zeta Delta Chapter 148, at the Pi Omega Pi Conference during the National 
Business Education Association (NBEA)  Convention in Los Angeles, CA (April 2014).  She presented to 
her peers the importance of Proper Integration Of Technology:  The Need for Cyber Safety for Stu-
dents. The following fall semester of 2014, Natasha was nominated and assumed the role of president 
and again presented another proposal for her chapter at the NBEA-Chicago (March 2015) Convention.  
This time her presentation, Differentiated Instruction: How to Engage Students in the Classroom , en-
couraged a courageous conversation.   
 After her experiences with NBEA/ Pi Omega Pi conferences, she returned home and developed 
various workshops for mentoring programs like L.E.A.Pôs summer program, A.S.P.I.R.E.ôs year-round 
program, and W.O.R.G.ôs summer program to engage students to understand how to properly use tech-
nology.  Natashaôs experience with Pi Omega Pi has expanded her presentation skills and helped her de-
velop workshops with games. Additionally, great mentoring from seasoned teachers has facilitated and 
enlarged her ability to instruct all students.  
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 The number of online courses available to students today are growing exponentially. Not only 
are the number of courses available growing, but the number of complete degrees that can be earned 
strictly through online learning is also growing. Hence, the question that is now arising is regarding 
the effectiveness of online learning. 
  
 There are many benefits of online learning that we have heard about for quite some time now. 
As an online student myself, I have reaped these benefits. The primary benefit of online courses is 
the flexibility of time and location. It is through this benefit that many students are able to continue 
their education at a point in their life when a face -to-face class setting would have been impossible.  
  
 The quality of education that is received by students through the online learning environment 
has been studied, and differing opinions have risen. However, one study shows that students who 
have taken either all or part of the course instruction online performed better than the students in 
the traditional face -to-face classroom (Jaschik, 2009). 
  
 There are different aspects of the online learning environment that must be considered when 
evaluating the effectiveness of education the student receives from the program. One aspect that 
must be taken into consideration is that online students typically spend more time working on the 
courses rather than face-to-face students (Jaschik, 2009). This could be one reason the online 
students perform better. For a student to be a successful online student, they must exert a great 
amount of self-discipline to be successful, as well. This could account for another reason the online 
learners seem to do so well. They are willing to put forth more effort.  
  
 The instructors of online courses also play a pivotal role in the success of online students. In 
order for students to be successful, the instructor must fulfil his or her commitments in making 
certain they have done a thorough job in providing the materials the students need. 
 
 Organization and an open line of communication are also a key aspects in being a successful 
instructor. Without open communication even the simplest of matters can become insurmountable 
to students, which can result in withdrawal. Speaking from experience as on online student 
completing a distance education program, I feel that the quality of the education I am receiving at 
Mississippi State University will stand up to anyone who is a traditional face -to-face student.  
 
 Although the timing of online courses is flexible, the amount of time that I must put into them 
to be successful is not.  Oftentimes I feel that I must work harder to learn the information than it 
simply being told to me as in a face-to-face classroom. I believe this additional effort helps me to 
retain the knowledge better as well. As a future business educator, I am excited about the 
possibilities that are arising through the success of online learning. 
 

Reference 

 

Jachik, S. (2009, June 29). The Evidence on Online Education. Retrieved from https://

www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/06/29/online 

Articles 

ñThe Effectiveness of Online Learningò 

by Rebecca Vuyovich 

Alpha Pi Chapter 

Mississippi State University 
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Three former Beta Chapter members are now teaching and were asked to share their experiences and suggestions for the benefit of 
members in all chapters.  Kirsten Applegate is in her first year teaching computer programming in grades 9-12 at Stanberry R-II 
Schools in Stanberry, MO.  Jacob Brawner, also in his first year, teaches Keyboarding, Computer Applications, Advanced 
Applications, and Mathematics to 6 th-8th grade students in the Elkhorn, NE school district.  Jacob is dually certified in math and 
business, as is Kirsten. Kelsey Butler is in her second year of teaching Accounting I and II, Personal Finance, and Business Tech II to 
10th-12th grade students at Savannah High School in Savannah, MO.   
 

What do you enjoy most about teaching your subjects?  
 

Kirsten:  I enjoy seeing the students problem solve through their coding assignments and experiences and come up with codes to share with their 
classmates.  
 
Jacob:  I enjoy teaching a subject where students can use the skills they learn for the rest of their lives.  I love the creativity that students show on 
assignments.  
 
Kelsey:  My favorite activity when teaching my accounting classes is when I have the students stand up with their arms out to form the shape of a ñT.ò  
The students become the ñT chartsò and wear a paper hat with account titles on them.   
 
What are your extra -curricular responsibilities?  
 

Kirsten:  I am the high school varsity cheerleading sponsor. 
 
Jacob:  Iôm an assistant coach for 8th grade football, middle school wrestling, and freshman baseball in the district.  
 
Kelsey:  I am DECA assistant sponsor, FTA assistant sponsor, 7th grade girlsô basketball coach, and Sophomore class sponsor.   
 
What are two classroom management tips you would offer those soon to enter student teaching or teaching?  
 

Kirsten:   Speak in a calm voice, wait until every student is paying attention, and be specific and clear with instructions and consequences.   
 
Jacob:  The most important thing I have learned is that you have to build relationships with students. Classroom management issues are less frequent 
when you have that mutual respect with your students and relate to them. I also quickly realized the importance of seating charts. I have a pretty laid 
back teaching style, so I let the kids pick their own seats at first. Things really came around when I made seating charts and put kids in places where 
they could work best, both for themselves and for the flow of the class. 
 
Kelsey:  Have an effective ñbell ringerò and capture your studentsô attention as soon as class begins.  For example, have your students read an article in 
the morning newspaper related to the content you are teaching that day so they can journal about their thoughts and opinions.  Research Kagan 
learning strategies to implement in your classroom.  I recently went to a Kagan workshop at my school and loved it!  Kagan strategies will help improve 
your studentsô engagement.  They are structures you can use in class that will help your students retain what they are learning, build their self -esteem, 
and improve their social skills.  
 
 Have you been able to implement any information or teaching tips you learned about in  Chicago at the Biennial Pi Omega Pi/
NBEA 2015 Convention?   
 
Kirsten:  Yes, I have implemented some vocabulary games that I learned at the 2015 conventions (swatter, vocab obstacle, and dice roll.) My students 
are enjoying the interactive games that these bring and enjoy reviewing vocabulary. I have also used some websites that were presented as engaging 
websites for students and other websites that are used to help gain ideas for lesson planning.  
 
Jacob:  I have used information from presentations at the convention. I went to a presentation on keyboarding, which was very useful since my 6th 
graders practice typing almost every day. There was also a presentation on online courses, and I hope to launch some online components in my classes.   
 
Kelsey:  At the convention in Chicago, I learned the importance of a detailed rubric when grading.  This year, I have developed some new rubrics for 
my Business Technology II class.  So far, I have created a rubric with a designated number of points possible per category to be helpful.  I made new 
rubrics for designing a website on Wix for a business, a commercial made in Movie Maker, and for writing a cover letter.  Rubrics designed by using 
tables in Microsoft Word help clarify expectations to students.  The more detailed the rubric, the more successful your students will be when they 
complete the project!   
  
Please share one  piece of  "advice" from a "new teacher" to  your fellow Pi Omega Pi members:   
 

Kirsten:   A piece of advice that I feel would be most beneficial is to clearly express your expectations and rules and be fair to every student in every 
situation. Donôt be afraid to ask questions.  
 
Jacob:  I have found that with computers, kids are anywhere from ñextremely noviceò to ñvery advancedò with their skills. With every assignment, I 
have to be ready for anything and differentiate the material. Some things I think will take four days might only take two, so  I have to think ahead about 
what Iôm going to do if that happens. ñPlan, plan, planò seems to be the story of my teaching career so far, and itôs the most important element in being 
an effective teacher. 
 
Kelsey:  Never quit looking for new ideas to implement technology in the classroom.  I use websites such as Kahoot, Quizlet, and Khan Academy 
regularly.  A strong foundation in MS Office will help you teach those skills to your students.   

Articles (continued...) 

ñChapter No. 2ò 
by Kirsten Applegate, Jacob Brawner, and Kelsey Butler 

Beta Chapter 

Northwest Missouri State University 
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Your project and publication reports, date stamped no later than February 1, 2016 , should be 
emailed to Dr. Nancy Zeliff ( nzeliff@nwmissouri.edu) , at Northwest Missouri State University (the 
judging chapter) for this yearôs competition. Your reports should cover the competition year of 
January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2015 . 

 

 

This yearôs Pi Omega Pi meeting and reception is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 24, 2016 from 5:30pm to 7:00pm in Las Vegas at the Cosmopolitan. 
Chapter members are encouraged to submit proposals for student-led and 
student-delivered presentations for the Pi Omega Pi sessions that will be 
held on Thursday, March 24, 2016. These presentations are excellent 
professional development activities. Presentations will be 15-20 minutes in 
length. A computer projector, overhead projector, screen, and Internet 
connection through a Verizon HotSpot will be provided. If other equipment is needed, it must be 
provided by participants. Attendees appreciate handouts. Each Chapter that is selected to present 
will receive a $250 stipend. Submit a proposal by February 1, 2016 . Chapters will be notified via 
email by February 28, 2016 of the acceptance or denial of the proposal.  
 

 
 
 
Here is your chance to promote the great field of 
Business and Technology Education, while also 
supporting the community service and travel 
fund of the Alpha Pi Chapter of Pi Omega Pi  
honor society at Mississippi State University!    
 
Order your Business Education T-shirt Today 
for only  $15 or $17 (pending size) by visiting the 
following website:  
 

https://squareup.com/market/BusinessEd  
 

 

Pi Omega Pi Announcements 

 2015 National Award Competition Deadlines 

Submit a Proposal and Meet Us in  Las Vegas at NBEA 2016! 

Purchase Your Business Education T-Shirt TODAY! 


